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Welcome to Spring! 

Welcome to the Spring 2020 NRRPT 
Newsletter.  First, let me thank the 
Newsletter Committee and all of the 
authors for putting in the long hours 
and hard work to put such a great 
edition together!  This edition 
includes an article showcasing one 
of our exam panel members and the 
very valuable work that he does.  
The newsletter also has an article 
that highlights some of the accidents 
that occurred (thankfully not in the 
United States) that might just make 
you smile with the knowledge that 
being the professional that you are 
that you help keep your work place 

the safe environment that it is.  This newsletter also has some great 
photographs of the exam panel members in action at the mid-year meeting in 
Key West, Florida.  Speaking of the mid-year meeting, the Board of Directors 
and the Panel of Examiners had a very productive meeting working to get new 
exams ready and performing lots of exam bank maintenance.  Exam Panel 
Chair Dave Wirkus somehow convinced all present to take the wiseman exam 
in preparation for the new exam template.  Of course after burning up all the 
brain cells taking the exam we all went out for some great food and wonderful 
company during the NRRPT night out.  .  Finally, donôt forget to check out the 
article written by one of our board members, Michelle Kovach, honoring our 
MOST AWESOME Executive Secretary and her 30 years of service to the 

NRRPT. 

Greetings fellow RRPTs! 

Congratulations 

I would like to welcome the three RRPTs who successfully passed the December 2019 Canadian exam as well as the 
twenty-four RRPTs who passed the February 2020 exam bringing our Registry to an amazing 5685.  The Registry will 
soon be an incredible 6000 members strong.  With everyone working more hours and having less free time you made it a 
priority to study and prepare yourself to successfully challenge the exam ï GREAT JOB!   All of you should be very proud 
of your achievement!  I am always interested in how people are preparing for the exam so please feel free to contact me 

with how you successfully prepared for the exam or any other feedback that you may have.   

Chairmanõs Message 



Respectfully, 
Rick Rasmussen 

NRRPT, Chairman of the Board 

 

Welcome New NRRPT Members 

Congratulations to the following individuals who successfully passed the 

NRRPT Examination on February 22, 2020: 

Tyler  Alcorn 
Ryan M. Brown 

Janson C. Capron 
Jeffrey  Chase 
Elias S. Cotton 
Leland D. Davis 
Anna T. Deak 

Robert E. Dickenson 

Matthew C. Dickson 
Jeffrey A. Divis 
Geoff B. Hall 

Ian S. Hamilton 
Mackenzie A. Jeffrey 
Brandon A. Lucero 
Melissa L. Madison 
James P. McGowan 

Matthew R. Meengs 
Samuel F. Rivenbark 

Andrew J. Rollins 
Shawn C. Schmitt 
Carson  Swanek 

Roman  Valenzuela 
Frederick S. Van Stone 
Brandon J. Warburton  

 

Congratulations to the following individuals who successfully passed the 

NRRPT Canadian Examination on December 9, 2019: 

David K. Collins 
Yu Q. Duan 

Michael L. Maurer 

Condolences 
 
I would like to take a moment to say good bye to an old friend ï Mike Boyle.  Mike was the Chairman of the Board of 
Directors when I attended my first meeting and was looking to get involved with the Panel of Examiners. He was one of the 
first to welcome me to the meeting and really made me feel welcome.  He was a genuinely nice man who always had time 
to chat and had a wonderful way of making you laugh.  He was a strong supporter of the NRRPT and will certainly be 
missed by me and many others. 
 
Next Meeting 
 
As I write this, the Annual HPS Meeting has been cancelled and that leaves our Annual Meeting in limbo as well.  The 
Board of Directors are working hard to come up with alternatives and will finalize plans in the coming weeks as more is  
known about relaxing travel and meeting restrictions.  Once a plan is finalized we will make sure to notify the Registry as 
we would love to see as many of you that can make it. 
 
 
 
 
 



Meet Two Stewards of Safety in the Monticello Nuclear Plant 

By Don Krause and Paul Zurawski 

 

 

 
The torus is the 30-foot-diameter pipe that encircles 
the reactor and holds water to pump into it if there's 
an accident at the Monticello Nuclear Generating 
Station. It's one of the safetymechanisms built into 
the plant. 
 

 

 
Xcel Energy, Minnesota's largest electric utility, hopes 
to extend the Monticello plant's licensefrom 2030 to 
2040 as it closes its coal plants. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
What do the inspectors do? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monticello Nuclear Generating Station. 
 



Who are the Monticello inspectors? 
 
Krause, 63, grew up in Green Bay, Wisconsin, as 
nuclear power plants were being built in the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
"They (at the agency) really trust me to be the eyes and 
ears for the region, for the agency," he said. 
 
Where can you find their work? 

 

 

 
 
There are daily reports that highlight mundane issues. And 
there are collections of escalatedenforcement actions, last 
updated in 2017. 
 
The last escalated enforcement action in Monticello 
happened in December 2016: A "failure to plan and perform 
maintenance affecting the safety-related high pressure 
coolant injectionsystem," according to a public letter to the 
site vice president. 

emergency  
preparedness. 
 
All that centers around safety. 

 



Michael Boyle, age 64, of Madison, passed away on March 4, 2020 at his home 
surrounded by family. 
 
He was born on November 4, 1955 to Joseph and Genevieve Supernavage Boyle and 
was a native of Salem, New Jersey. He retired from Entergy and was a member of the 
National Registry of Radiation Protection Technologists. He was a Parishioner of St. 
Joseph Catholic Church and served in the Knights of Columbus. 
 
Michael is survived by his wife of 42 years, Sharon Brister Boyle, daughters, Jessica Leigh Mogford and Angela Christine 
Piekielko; son, Daniel Joseph Boyle; mother, Genevieve Thompson; sister, Michele ElMurr and grandchildren, Logan John 
Piekielko, and Lucas Michael Piekielko. 
 

He was preceded in death by his Father, Joseph Carl Boyle.  

In Memoriam 

Michael J. Boyle, NRRPT 
November 4, 1955 ð March 4, 2020 

Mike Boyle Memoriam Addendum ñ from  DeeDee McNeill, NRRPT Executive Secretary 

Mike was a member of the NRRPT since 1980.  He was elected to the Board of Directors in 1985 and then again in 1992.  
Mike was elected Chairman of the Board and served in that position from January 1, 1996 to January 1, 1998.  He was 
awarded Fellow status in 1998.  He also served on the Panel of Examiners from 1998 to 2003.  Mike was extremely 

supportive of the NRRPT organization until his death.  He was a happy man, a gentle giant and will be deeply missed. 

Mike Boyle Memoriam Addendum ñ from Bill Peoples, NRRPT Past Chairman of the Board 

Mike Boyle was truly larger than life and at 6ô8ò 
larger than most other people as well.  I remember 
Mike as someone very knowledgeable, a good 
friend, quick with a wry smile and a fondness for a 
glass of Dewarôs scotch after a long day. 
 
He was a husband, father, grandfather and friend 
to many and also devoted to the objectives of the 
NRRPT.  Mike served the Registry in a variety of 
capacities including Vice-Chairman and 
Chairman.  He was passionate about the Registry 
establishing a currency program to protect the 
integrity of the credential throughout the health 
physics community.  This was not a popular topic 
at the time but after much debate & discussion, 
the Registration Maintenance Program was 
developed and voted into existence. This program 

assures that Registered Radiation Protection Technologists (RRPTs) maintain ñcurrencyò in their professional qualification 
of Active Registration.  The discussion started under Mike Boyleôs term, approved under my term and implemented during 
Dave Kentôs term. While many people were involved in this effort, Mike Boyle initially recognized the need and provided 
the initial push. Thank you Mike! 



Mike Boyle Memoriam Addendum ñ from Dave Biela NRRPT Past Chairman of the Board 

I was so sad to hear about the passing of Mike Boyle. Mike was one of the first people I met when I got a term on the 
NRRPT Exam Panel in 1990. First impression of Mike was that he was a big guy, one that you would not want to run into 
in an alley late at night, but once you got to know him, he was a gentle giant. Because of Mikeôs size, he was elected as 
our Sgt. at Arms (a made up position for the NRRPT) which meant that when we needed a beverage run into some maybe 

slightly scary areas of a city, Mike had to go.  

I think I saw Mike get upset only once. We were in Seattle and having a gathering in his hotel room. After a few warnings 
from hotel security for noise and Mike warning us to be quiet, he got upset and tossed a few people out of his room when a 
certain someone (Lindsay Nelson LN) just could not keep it down.  Side note: My wife Diana Biela, who attended many of 
the NRRPT meetings with me over the last 30 years, was also upset that night at LN because she was on a roll kicking 

butt, taking money from him and Curt Repass at liarôs poker and it had to end! 

Diana and I will miss Mike and will always remember him as being a great person. 



Board/Panel Members taking the 

Wiseman Exam 

NRRPT Board & Panel Meeting in Key West, FL 

Happy  

Spring  



Cheers to 30 Years! 

By Michelle Kovach 

During the 2019 annual meeting, we celebrated the anniversary 
of a very special person. DeeDee McNeill. Many of you know her 
as the woman that answers the phone, the one you contact for 
details to take the exam, the one that collects your dues, and a 
variety of other National Registry of Radiation Protection 
Technologists (NRRPT) related items. DeeDee is much more 
than that. 
 
In 1983, Claude Hooker, one of NRRPTôs founding members, 
was elected NRRPT Secretary/Treasurer.  Over the next couple 
years his ñvolunteerò duties as Secretary/Treasurer began to 
take up a lot of his time so asked his wife Bunny to help.  Bunny 
was happy to help but as the registry and Secretary/Treasurer 
duties continued to grow, she thought it should be a paid 
position.  Bunny submitted a proposal to the Board of Directors 
to establish an ñExecutive Secretaryò position which they 
approved in 1985 and hired Bunny to fill the part-time position.  
As the registry membership increased, computing became a 
more reasonable and efficient way to conduct business so the 
NRRPT purchased a Macintosh computer. Not familiar with 
computers, Bunny began looking for someone that could help 
teach her how to use the Mac.  DeeDeeôs brother was married to 
Claude and Bunnyôs daughter so they knew each other  well. 
  
DeeDee began working as a text processor for Pacific Northwest 
National Laboratories (PNNL) in 1979. After having her two boys 
in 1985 and 1987, she began working part-time.  Her job duty 

during her part-time employment at PNNL was training employees on the Mac and PC.  Bunny knew this and asked if she 
would be interested in training her on the Mac.  DeeDee agreed! 
  
In 1989, Claude was planning to retire from employment soon and his term on the NRRPT Board was ending.  Bunny was 
also ready to end her position as Executive Secretary.  She thought DeeDee was the obvious replacement since she had 
helped with some data entry and was becoming familiar with the NRRPT organization.  Bunny discussed the replacement 
with the Board Chairman, Paul Lovendale.  They agreed to invite DeeDee to the annual meeting in Albuquerque, NM.  It 
was there the NRRPT Board of Directors hired DeeDee to fill the part-time Executive Secretary position. In 1990, the 
American Council on Education recommended college credits for passing the NRRPT exam.  This created many 
candidates requesting to take the exam, which created much more work for the Executive Secretary.  In 1992, DeeDee 
was hired to a full-time position, she resigned from her job at PNNL, and has worked full-time for NRRPT ever since.  
 
As Executive Secretary, DeeDee has helped all those in every position of NRRPT. She knows the by-laws better than the 
authors, facilitates the website, is in regular contact with registrants, coordinates annual and mid-year meetings (including 
nights out, hotels, meeting rooms, scheduling), maintains records of meetings, collects funds, and publishes our 
newsletters (just to name a few). While she has never formally held an elected or appointed NRRPT office, sheôs actually 
the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Board of Directors/Panel of Examiners, the Treasurer, and Chairman of each of 
NRRPTôs nine committees, and holds the numerous NRRPT appointments. DeeDee is humble, kind, a role model, and all 
things that so many of us aspire to be. Thank you DeeDee for giving so much of yourself to make NRRPT a success. 



ñ20 years ago, I joined the NRRPT Panel of 
Examiners as one of only two females at the time. I 
didnôt know anyone on the Board or Panel and 
quickly wondered what I had gotten myself into, it felt 
like it was my first day at a new school. DeeDee 
quickly took me under her wing, as she does with 
many of us and made sure that I felt welcome. The 
rest is pretty much history! In 2004 I became the first 
female Chairman of the Board of Directors, Karen 
Barcal became the first female Chairman of the 
Exam Panel and DeeDee was the Executive 
Secretary so we dubbed ourselves the ñchicks in 
chargeò, but everyone knew who was ñreallyò in 
charge, it was DeeDee of course! DeeDee is the glue 
that keeps our awesome organization together. For 
those of you that know DeeDee, know that she is 
humble, kind, and passionate about what she 
does. Several years ago, she broadened her 
horizons and now shares her expertise with other RP related organizations such as the Nuclear Suppliers Association 
(NSA). In July 2019, I was fortunate to able to be a part of her 30th NRRPT Anniversary celebration. I am very proud of 
DeeDee and her accomplishments and appreciate her continued dedication to the NRRPT and our industry. Cheers to 30 

years my friend!ò 

-Kelli Gallion-Sholler, (past NRRPT Chairman of the Board, 2004-2007) 

ñEven though she had only been doing her job for six months before I got on the 
Panel of Examiners, DeeDee was so welcoming and helped me through my first 
meeting. She has been so welcoming to all of us Board and Panel members as well 
as our families that we have brought to the meetings over the years. As my wife 
Diana said last meeting, over the course of 30 years she believes each of our four 

boys have had a crush on DeeDee at one time or another.ò  

-Dave Biela (past NRRPT Chairman of the Board, 2008-2010) 

Kelli Gallion-Sholler, DeeDee & Karen Barcal 

DeeDee & Dave Biela 

 
The Arthur F. Humm, Jr. Award was awarded to DeeDee at the 73rd Board of 
Directors/Panel of Examiners meeting in Albuquerque, NM on January 24th, 2010. At 
that time, DeeDee had provided over 20 years of service to the Registry and touched 

many through her dedication and support. 

The Arthur F. Humm, Jr. Award is provided to an individual who has shown 
outstanding support to the Registry, the Board or Exam Panel. The Awards 
Committee and Board of Directors unanimously agreed that DeeDee McNeill 

exemplifies the level of support this award represents.  

Bob Wills, DeeDee & Dave Biela 



Good evening Mr. and Mrs. NRRPT, from border to border and coast to coast and all the ships at sea. Letôs go back in 

timeé 

Special News Commentary 

So, youôre a rad tech working at a nice and safe nuclear plant or 
DOE facility. Or, the job may suck and you donôt like how things are 

run. 

Count your blessing my friends. You donôt work in Russia. As a 
follow-up to my last 2 columns on the Mayak Enterprise in The 
Urals (Russia), I thought you might like to see all the fun theyôve 

had over the years. 

The dates are European style ï day, month, year. 

15/03/1953 - Criticality accident. Contamination of plant personnel occurred. 

13/10/1955 - Rupture of process equipment and the destruction of a process building. 

21/04/1957 - Criticality accident. One operator died from receiving over 3000 rad. Five others received doses of 300 to 

1,000 rem and temporarily became sick with radiation poisoning. 

29/09/1957 - Kyshtym disaster. 

02/01/1958 - Criticality accident in SCR plant. Plant workers conducted experiments to determine the critical mass of 
enriched uranium in a cylindrical container with different concentrations of uranium in solution. Personnel received doses 

from 7600 to 13,000 rem, resulting in three deaths and one case of blindness caused by radiation sickness. 

12/05/1960 - Criticality accident. Five people were contaminated. 

26/02/1962 - Destruction of equipment. An explosion occurred in the absorption column. 

09/07/1962 - Criticality accident. 

16/12/1965 - Criticality accident. Seventeen individuals received exposure to small amounts of radiation over a period of 14 

hours. 

10/12/1968 - Criticality accident. Plutonium solution was poured into a cylindrical container with dangerous geometry. One 
person died, another took a high dose of radiation and radiation sickness, after which he had both legs and his right arm 

amputated. 

11/02/1976 - Unsafe actions of staff development at the radiochemical plant caused an autocatalytic reaction of 
concentrated nitric acid and organic liquid complex composition. The device exploded, contaminating the repair zone and 

areas around the plant. The incident merited an International Nuclear Event Scale rating of 3.  

10/02/1984 - Explosion. 

16/11/1990 - Explosion. Two people received burns and one was killed. 

07/17/1993 - Accident at radioisotope plant, resulting in the destruction of the absorption column and release into the 

environment of a small amount of Ŭ-aerosols. Radiation emission was localized at the manufacturing facility of the shop. 

08/02/1993 - Depressurization of a pipeline caused 2 m³ of radioactive slurry (about 100 m² of contaminated surface) to 
leak to the surface of the pulp radioactive activity of about 0.3 Ci. Radioactive trace was localized, contaminated soil 

removed. 

NRRPT BLAST FROM THE PAST! 

Satelite Image Mayak Facility 



12/27/1993 - Incident at radioisotope plant where the replacement of a filter resulted in the release into the atmosphere of 

radioactive aerosols. Emissions were on the Ŭ-activity of 0.033 Ci, and ɓ-activity of 0.36 mCi.  

04/02/1994 - Recorded increased release of radioactive aerosols: the ɓ-activity 

of 2-day levels of Cs-137 subsistence levels, the total activity of 7.15 mCi. 

30/03/1994 - Recorded excess daily release of Cs-137 in 3, ɓ-activity - 1,7, Ŭ-
activity - by 1.9 times. In May 1994 the ventilation system of the building of the 
plant spewed activity 10.4 mCi ɓ-aerosols. Emission of Cs-137 was 83% of the 

control level. 

07/07/1994 - The control plant detected a radioactive spot area of several 
square decimeters. Exposure dose was 500 millirems per second. The spot 

was formed by leaking sewage. 

31/08/1994 - Registered an increased release of radionuclides to the atmospheric pipe building reprocessing plant (238.8 
mCi, with the share of Cs-137 was 4.36% of the annual emission limit of this radionuclide). The reason for the release of 
radionuclides was depressurization of VVER-440 fuel elements during the operation segments idle all SFA (spent fuel 

assemblies) as a result of an uncontrollable arc. 

24/03/1995 - Recorded excess of 19% of normal loading apparatus plutonium, which can be regarded as a dangerous 

nuclear incident. 

 15/09/1995 - High-level liquid radioactive waste (LRW) was 
found in flow of cooling water. Operation of a furnace into the 

regulatory regime has been discontinued. 

21/12/1995 - Cutting of a thermometric channel exposed four 
workers (1.69, 0.59, 0.45, 0.34 rem) when operators violated 

process procedures. 

24/07/1995 - Cs-137 aerosols released, the value of which 
amounted to 0.27% of the annual value of MPE for the 

enterprise. 

14/09/1995 - Replacement covers and lubrication step 

manipulators registered a sharp increase in airborne Ŭ-nuclides. 

22/10/1996 - Depressurization occurred in a coil while 
channeling cooling water from one storage tanks of high-level 

waste. The result was contaminated pipe cooling system repositories. As a result of this incident, 10 people were exposed 

to radiation dose of 2.23 to 48 milli-Sieverts. 

20/11/1996 - A chemical-metallurgical plant in the works on the electrical exhaust fan caused aerosol release of 

radionuclides into the atmosphere, which made up 10% of the allowed annual emissions of the plant. 

27/08/1997 - In building RT-1 in one of the rooms was found to be contaminated floor area of 1 to 2 m², the dose rate of 

gamma radiation from the spot was between 40 and 200 mR / s. 

06/10/1997 - Recorded increasing radioactivity in the assembly building, the RT-1. Measurement of the exposure dose 

indicated up to 300 mR / s. 

23/09/1998 - While increasing power output of reactor P-2 ("Lyudmila") after engaging automatic protection allowable 
power level was exceeded by 10%. As a result, the three channels of the fuel rod seal failed, resulting in the contamination 

of equipment and pipelines of the first circuit. 

Fissile Material Storage Facility 

Tatarskaya Karabolka ï evacuated village with high 

radiation levels  



More recent major accidents  

In 2003, the plant's operating licence was revoked temporarily due to liquid 
radioactive waste handling procedures resulting in waste being disposed into 

open water. 

In June 2007, an accident involving a radioactive pulp occurred over a two-day 

period. 

In October 2007, a valve failure during transport of a radioactive liquid resulted 

in spilling of a radioactive material.  

In 2008, a repair worker was injured during a "pneumatic" incident, involving a 
quantity of alpha emitter release. The worker's finger was severed and the 
wound contaminated.  The remaining fingers were amputated in a bid to 

minimize further spread of alpha-particle 

emitters throughout his body and subsequent radiological consequences. 

In September 2017, possible association with the airborne radioactivity increase in 
Europe in autumn 2017.  Russia confirms 'extremely high' readings of radioactive 
pollution in Argayash, a village in the Chelyabinsk region of the southern Urals. Argayash 
is located 10 miles south of the Mayak reactor. In January 2018, the French Institute of 
Radioprotection and Nuclear Security (IRSN) reported that Mayak could be the cause of 

the contamination. 

Research Sources: 

All of the above list transferred directly from the Russian Wikipedia entry for "Mayak". Translated and some grammatical 

errors corrected 

Sources and Effects of Ionizing Radiation ï 2008 Report to the General Assembly" (PDF). United Nations Scientific 
Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation. 2011. Annex C: Radiation exposures in accidents. Archived (PDF) from the 

original on 31 May 2013. 

IRSN (January 2018). "Report on IRSN investigations of Ru 106 in Europe in October 2017" (PDF). www.irsn.fr. Retrieved 

February 16, 2018. 

"Russia confirms 'extremely high' readings of radioactive pollution". Yahoo News. Retrieved 3 December 2017. 

Some photos in this article are from Wikipedia and other Photos by ECODEFENCE: ecodefense@online.ru 

Pete Darnell, RRPT, CHP, after-the-fact reporter 

 

Grave of Valentin Galuzin, controlling 
engineer at the   ñRuslanò reactor of the 

MAYAK complex 

Downwind from Mayak,  

Lake Ulagach 

If youõd like to join the Panel of Examiners please contact one of the following: 

Exam Panel ChairmanñDave Wirkusñwirkdl63@gmail.com 

Executive SecretaryñDeeDee McNeillñnrrpt@nrrpt.org 



NRRPT Night-Out in Key West, FL 

*** Thank you to our generous NRRPT  

Night-Out sponsors *** 

Bill Peoples (BHI Energy), Rick McCormick (Master-Lee Decon Services) 

Laura Davidson (Envirachem), Eddie Benfield (Duke Energy), 

Gregg Johnstone (UniTech) and Radiation Simplify 


