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Welcome to Spring!

Welcome to the Spring 2RBPT

Newsletter. First, let me thank the T Meet Two Stewards of 3af
Newsletter Committee and all of the Menticello Nuclear Pl ant
authors for putting in the long hoursg | n Me méMi k@ Boyl e

and hard work to put such a great
edition together! This edition
includes an article showcasingone 1 cheers to 30 Years!
of our exam panel members and the
very valuable work that he does.
The newsletter also has an article 1 Key West, FL RRPT Ni ght
that highlights some of the accident

that occurred (thankfully not in the T NRRPT Sponsars

United States) that might just make

you smile with the knowledge that

being the professional that you are

that you help keep your work place

the safe environment that it is. This newsletter also has some great

photographs of the exam panel members in actionygaheneéding in Contacts
Key West, Florida. Speaking of tyeamioheeting, the Board of Directors ., .. Rasmussen Chair man
and the Panel of Examiners had a very productive meeting working to get new ( 505)-7 640 ( w)

exams ready and performing lots of exam bank maintenance. Exam Panel rlekras@ anl, 9oy
Chair Dave Wirkus somehow convinced all present to take the wiseman exam DeeDee McNei ||

In preparation for the new exam template. Of course after burning up all the (n4r0r1p)}4 ?@Gﬂf”ﬂ é tW.) org
brain cells taking the exam we all went out for some great food and wonderful .~ .. dson
company during the NRRPT night out . (636)saxBi(aeal)l y,
article written by one of our board members, Michelle Kovach, honoring our "4 @Vi dsen@sbcglobal e
MOST AWESOME Executive Secretary and her 30 years of service to the

NRRPT.

1 Board & Panel Meeting I n

NRRPT Bl ast from the PRPas

Congratulations

| would like to welcome the three RRPTs who successfully passed the December 2019 Canadian exam as W
twentyfour RRPTs who passed the February 2020 exam bringing our Registry to an amazing 5685. The Reg
soon be an incredible 6000 members strong. With everyone working more hours and having less free time
priority to study and prepare yourself to successfully challeng&REAXaI®@B!  All of you should be very proud
of your achievement! | am always interested in how people are preparing for the exam so please feel free to
with how you successfully prepared for the exam or any other feedback that you may have.



Condolences

| would like to take a moment to say good bye to ari dlikei®wyle. Mike was the Chairman of the Board of
Directors when | attended my first meeting and was looking to get involved with the Panel of Examiners. He
first to welcome me to the meeting and really made me feel welcome. He was a genuinely nice man who alv
to chat and had a wonderful way of making you laugh. He was a strong supporter of the NRRPT and will cel
missed by me and many others.

Next Meeting

As | write this, the Annual HPS Meeting has been cancelled and that leaves our Annual Meeting in limbo as
Board of Directors are working hard to come up with alternatives and will finalize plans in the coming weeks
known about relaxing travel and meeting restrictions. Once a plan is finalized we will make sure to notify the
we would love to see as many of you that can make it.

Respectfully,

Rick Rasmussen
NRRPTChairman of the Board

Welcome New NRRPT Members

Congratulations to the following individuals who successfully passed the
NRRPExamination on February 22, 2020:

Tyler Alcorn Matthew C. Dickson Matthew R. Meengs
Ryan M. Brown Jeffrey A. Divis Samuel F. Rivenbark
Janson C. Capron Geoff B. Hall Andrew J. Rollins
Jeffrey Chase lan S. Hamilton Shawn C. Schmitt
Elias S. Cotton Mackenzie A. Jeffrey Carson Swanek
Leland D. Davis Brandon A. Lucero Roman Valenzuela
Anna T. Deak Melissa L. Madison Frederick S. Van Stone
Robert E. Dickenson James P. McGowan Brandon J. Warburton

Congratulations to the following individuals who successfully passed the
NRRPT Canadi&xamination on December 9, 2019:

David K. Collins
Yu Q. Duan
Michael L. Maurer



Meet Two Stewards of Safety in the Monticello Nuclear Plant
By Don Krause and Paul Zurawski

Details: Paul Zurawski and Don Krause walked the
catwalk above a 30-foot-tall pipe and pointed their
flashlights at valves and lables around a nuclear
reactor.

Zurawski, senior residentinspector with the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, motioned toward valves
installed in the Monticello nuclear plant after the 2011
Fukushima nuclear accidentin Japan

"It's all about pressure relief," Zurawski said. "It's
relieving the pressure inside the torus."

Thetoruss the30footdiametepipethatencircles
thereactoandholdsvateto pumpntoitif there's
anaccidenattheManticelldNucleaGenerating
Stationlt'soneofthesafety mechanismsuiltinto
theplant.

Zurawski and Krause, a resident inspector with the
NRC, serve as another safety mechanismat the
nearly 50-year-old plant. As their titlesimply, the two
men live in the Monticello community and inspect the
plant full-time.

XcelEnergyMinneota'dargestlectriatilityhopes
to extendheMonicellgplant'dicense from2030to
2040asit closestscoalplants.

Nuclear power holds an important place in Xcel's
energy output, and it is situated to play an important
rolein Minnesota's transitioning energy landscape.

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission oversees
commercial nuclear power plants and medical uses
of nuclear materials. The agency is neutral about the
future of nuclear, seen by some as a beneficial,
carbon-free energy source and others as high-risk
energy with long-lasting, hazardous waste.

As long as civilians use nuclear materials, said NRC
spokeswoman Viktoria Mitlyng, "we are here to
ensure that that is done safely for the public and the
environment."

Zurawski and Krause took two St. Cloud Times
journalists through the plant in early November to

share what they do on a day-to-day basis. Even on the
tour, Krause kept up his inspection duties.

Whatotheinspectordo?

The two have unfettered access to the plant, staff
meetings and the plant's list of things it needs to
correct. Other specialistinspectors do regular reviews,
too.

The federal agency has its own, coffee-scented office
within the campus of the power plant.

Zurawski and Krause usually start their days around 5
a.m. They sit in on shift change meetings, visit the
control room, drop in to observe various procedures
around the plant, always looking and listening for
anomalies, Zurawski said.

He did just thatin a sky-blue room housing a 20-
cylinder diesel engine that serves as a safety backup
if off-site power to the plant fails.

Zurawski listened and caught the sound of a wobble in
the motor that circulates lube oil. Below it, a bit of oil
indicated a leak.

Plant staff were already aware of the problem and put
a sticker nearby to show the issue was added to the
corrective action system, Zurawski explained.

On the other side of the engine room, he stopped to
listen again to a slight hiss of air. He knew from
experience the issue didn't pose a safety risk.

"You understand what the plant sounds like, and you
getusedtoit," Zurawski said. One ofthe inspectors'
goalsis to identify things before they become
problems.

"You ask yourself, where could this possibly lead,"
Krause said. "How could this really go belly up? Then
you ask the questions, find out how they're going to
respond.”

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission resident
inspectors Donald Krause and Paul Zurawski talk
about their work behind copies of the federal
regulations Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2019, atthe
Monticelldlucleatseneratin§tation.






